[Fatality in diabetic coma during foreign travel].
The case history and the autopsy findings of a 44-year-old women who died shortly after her flight to Khartoum (Sudan) in a hospital is presented. The clinical diagnosis in Africa was "shock caused by gastroenteritis". The body was embalmed thoroughly and brought back to Germany. The autopsy was performed just prior to the cremation (according to "section 3 Abs. 2 Nr. 2 Feuerbestattungsgesetz"). Morphological findings (nodular glomerulosclerosis and glycogen nephrosis with Armanni-Ebstein-cells) and postmortem biochemical analyses of vitreous humour led to the diagnosis of a hyperglycaemic coma. The fatal course might have been prevented by sufficient health information to the patient (who suffered from type 1 diabetes); the diagnostic errors in the hospital could have easily been avoided by careful anamnesis and diagnostic procedures.